# LIFELINES OF NATIONAL
ECONOMY ¥

Chapter 7 - Contemporary India - I

Class 10 CBSE Geography
Academic Session: 2025-26

Board Exam Preparation Material

Prepared by: MATH LOVE INSTITUTE

%5 CHAPTER OVERVIEW

@ Chapter Importance:

Weightage: 3-5 marks expected in Board Exam

Question Types: MCQs, Short Answer (3 marks), Long Answer (5 marks)

Map Work: National Highways, Railway network, Major ports,
International airports

Key Focus: Transport modes, Communication systems, International
trade, Tourism



| What You'll Learn:

& -

1. Importance of Transport and Communication

. Roadways (Types, Golden Quadrilateral, Border Roads)
. Railways (Network, Distribution, Gauges)

. Pipelines (Major networks)

. Waterways (Inland waterways, Major sea ports)

. Airways (Importance, UDAN scheme)

. Communication (Post, Mass communication, Digital India)
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. International Trade and Tourism

@ INTRODUCTION
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Key Concept:

"Transport, Communication and Trade are LIFELINES of

a nation and its economy”

Why Transport is Important:

Goods and services do NOT move from supply to demand locations on
their own

Movement necessitates need for transport

Pace of development depends on production AND movement of goods

Efficient transport = Prerequisite for fast development

‘-----------.



Three Important Domains:

Movement of goods and services can be over:

1. Land: Roadways, Railways, Pipelines
2. Water: Inland waterways, Overseas shipping

3. Air: Domestic Airways, International Airways

Complementary Nature:

o Transport achieved efficiency with help of equally developed
communication system

e Transport, Communication and Trade are complementary to each other

o World converted into large village with efficient and fast moving transport

India Today:

o Well-linked with rest of world despite vast size, diversity, linguistic and
socio-cultural plurality

* Means: Railways, airways, waterways, newspapers, radio, television,
cinema, internet

e Result: Contributing to socio-economic progress
» Trade from local to international levels added vitality to economy

» Enriched life and added to growing amenities and facilities



TRANSPORT

1. ROADWAYS

India's Road Network:

Second Largest Road Networks in the World

Total Length: 62.16 lakh km (2020-21)
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Historical Context:

¢ In India, roadways have preceded railways

 Still have an edge over railways



Advantages of Road Transport over Railways:

1. Lower Construction Cost: Much lower than railway lines
2. Terrain Adaptability: Can traverse comparatively more dissected and
undulating topography

3. Mountain Access: Can negotiate higher gradients of slopes, traverse
mountains like Himalayas

4. Economic for Short Distances: Economical in transportation of few
persons and relatively smaller amount of goods over short distances

5. Door-to-Door Service: Cost of loading and unloading much lower

6. Feeder to Other Modes: Provide link between railway stations, air and
sea ports






CLASSIFICATION OF ROADS IN INDIA

Six Classes According to Capacity:

1. Golden Quadrilateral Super Highways:

¢ Major Road Development Project

¢ Links: Delhi-Kolkata-Chennai-Mumbai-Delhi

¢ Type: Six-lane Super Highways

¢ North-South Corridors: Srinagar (J&K) to Kanniyakumari (Tamil Nadu)
o East-West Corridor: Silchar (Assam) to Porbandar (Gujarat)

¢ Objective: Reduce time and distance between mega cities of India

* Implemented by: National Highway Authority of India (NHAI)

2. National Highways:

Link extreme parts of country

Primary road systems

Major highways run in North-South and East-West directions

Example: Historical Sher-Shah Suri Marg (Delhi-Amritsar)
3. State Highways:

* Roads linking state capital with different district headquarters
4. District Roads:

¢ Connect district headquarters with other places of district
5. Other Roads (Rural Roads):

¢ Link rural areas and villages with towns

¢ Pradhan Mantri Grameen Sadak Yojana: Special provisions to link every
village to major town by all season motorable road

6. Border Roads:



¢ Organization: Border Roads Organisation (Government of India
undertaking)

o Established: 1960

¢ Purpose: Development of roads of strategic importance in northern and
north-eastern border areas

+ Benefits: Improved accessibility in difficult terrain, helped economic
development

Special Feature - Atal Tunnel:

+ World's Longest Highway Tunnel: 9.02 Km

¢ Built by: Border Road Organisation

¢ Connects: Manali to Lahul-Spiti valley throughout year

o Earlier: Valley cut off for about 6 months due to heavy snowfall

¢ Location: Pir Panjal range of Himalayas at 3000 metres from MSL

» Specifications: Ultra-modern

Road Types Based on Material:

1. Metalled Roads:

e Made of cement, concrete or bitumen of coal

¢ All weather roads
2. Unmetalled Roads:

e Go out of use in rainy season



2. RAILWAYS
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Railways = Principal Mode of Transportation

For freight and passengers in India

Historical Information:

o Largest Public Sector Undertaking in the country
o First Train: Steamed off from Mumbai to Thane in 1853, covering 34 km

e Great Integrating Force for more than 150 years

Importance of Railways:

Principal mode of transportation for freight and passengers

Makes possible multifarious activities:

o Business
o Sightseeing
o Pilgrimage

o Transportation of goods over longer distances

Important means of transport

Bind economic life of country

Accelerate development of industry and agriculture
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Current Organization:

¢ Indian Railway now reorganised into 17 zones

Railway Track Details:

Gauge (in metres) Route (Km)
Broad Gauge (1.676) 63,950
Metre Gauge (1.000) 2,402
Narrow Gauge (0.762 and 0.610) 1,604

TOTAL 67,956 km

------------------------------------------------------------------



Distribution Pattern - Influencing Factors:

A. Physiographic Factors:

+ Northern Plains: Vast level land, high population density, rich agricultural

resources - most favourable conditions
+ Obstacles: Large number of rivers requiring bridges across wide beds

¢ Peninsular Region: Hilly terrains - railway tracks laid through low hills,
gaps or tunnels

+ Himalayan Mountains: Unfavourable due to high relief, sparse
population, lack of economic opportunities

o Difficult Areas: Sandy plain of western Rajasthan, swamps of Gujarat,
forested tracks of MP, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand

« Sahyadri: Contiguous stretch crossed only through gaps or passes
(Ghats)

B. Economic Factors:

o Agricultural productivity
¢ Industrial development

¢ Trade potential
C. Administrative Factors:

¢ Government policies

o Strategic importance



Recent Development:

« Konkan Railway: Along west coast facilitated movement of passengers
and goods in most important economic region

e Problems Faced: Sinking of track in some stretches, landslides

o Kashmir Valley Extension: Railway line extended from Banihal to
Baramula

Current Status:

Railways have become more important in national economy than all other
means of transport put together

Problems in Railways:

Many passengers travel without tickets

Thefts and damaging of railway property

People stop trains, pull chain unnecessarily

Causes heavy damage to railway and delay in schedule



3. PIPELINES

Pipeline Transport:

e New arrival on transportation map of India
o Past Use: Transport water to cities and industries

e Current Use: Transporting crude oil, petroleum products, natural gas from
oil and natural gas fields to refineries, fertilizer factories, thermal power
plants

o Special Feature: Solids can be transported when converted into slurry

Advantages:

o High Initial Cost but subsequent running costs minimal
¢ Rules out trans-shipment losses or delays

e Made possible far inland locations of refineries (Barauni, Mathura,
Panipat) and gas-based fertilizer plants



Three Important Pipeline Networks in India:

1. Assam to Uttar Pradesh:

From: Oil field in upper Assam

To: Kanpur (UP)

Via: Guwahati, Barauni, Prayagraj

Branches:

o Barauni to Haldia via Rajbandh
o Rajbandh to Maurigram

o Guwahati to Siliguri

2. Gujarat to Punjab:

From: Salaya (Gujarat)

To: Jalandhar (Punjab)

Via: Viramgam, Mathura, Delhi, Sonipat

Branches: Connect Koyali (near Vadodara, Gujarat), Chakshu and other
places

3. HVJ Pipeline (Hazira-Vijaipur-Jagdishpur):

¢ First: 1,700 km long cross country gas pipeline

e Linked: Mumbai High and Bassein gas fields with various fertilizer, power

and industrial complexes in western and northern India

+ Expansion: India's gas pipeline infrastructure expanded from 1,700 km to
18,500 km of cross-country pipelines



4. WATERWAYS
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Importance:

o Historical: India was one of seafaring countries since ancient period

o Seamen sailed far and near, carrying and spreading Indian commerce and
culture

e Cheapest means of transport
* Most Suitable for carrying heavy and bulky goods

» Fuel-efficient and environment friendly mode

Inland Navigation Waterways:

o Total Length: 14,500 km

+ National Waterways Act 2016: 111 inland waterways (including 5
declared earlier) declared as National Waterways (NWs)

¢ Purpose: Create wide waterways network, promote inland water transport
as economical environment friendly supplementary mode to rail and road



Five Major National Waterways:

1. N.W. No.1:

¢ Ganga river between Prayagraj and Haldia (1620 km)
2. N.W. No.2:

o Brahmaputra river between Sadiya and Dhubri (891 km)
3. N.W. No.3:

¢ West-Coast Canal in Kerala

o Kottapurma-Kollam, Udyogamandal and Champakkara canals (205 km)
4. N.\W. No.4:

o Specified stretches of Godavari and Krishna rivers

¢ Along with Kakinada Puducherry stretch of canals (1078 km)
5. N.W. No.5:

» Specified stretches of river Brahmani along with Matai river
¢ Delta channels of Mahanadi and Brahmani rivers

e East Coast Canal (588 km)

Other Important Inland Waterways:

Mandavi

Zuari and Cumberjua

Sunderbans

Barak

Backwaters of Kerala



Overseas Trade:

 India's trade with foreign countries carried from ports along coast

* 95% of country’'s trade volume (68% in terms of value) moved by sea

MAJOR SEA PORTS

India's Coastline: 7,516.6 km

Ports

E 12 Major Ports + 200 Non-major (minor/intermediate)
E Major ports handle 95% of India's foreign trade
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West Coast Major Ports (North to South):

1. Deendayal Port (Kandla):

¢ Location: Kuchchh, Gujarat
o First port developed soon after Independence

e Purpose: Ease volume of trade on Mumbai port after loss of Karachi port
to Pakistan

o Type: Tidal port
o Hinterland: UT of J&K, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Guijarat

2. Mumbai:
« Biggest port with spacious natural and well-sheltered harbour
3. Jawaharlal Nehru Port (Nhava Sheva):

¢ Planned to decongest Mumbai port

+ Serve as hub port for this region
4. Mormugao:

¢ Location: Goa
¢ Premier iron ore exporting port of country

¢ Accounts for about 50% of India's iron ore export
5. New Mangalore:

¢ Location: Karnataka

o Caters to export of iron ore concentrates from Kudremukh mines
6. Cochin:

o Extreme south-western port

* Located at entrance of lagoon with natural harbour



East Coast Major Ports (South to North):

1. V.O. Chidambaranar (Tuticorin):

Location: Tamil Nadu (extreme south-eastern port)

Natural harbour and rich hinterland

Flourishing trade handling large variety of cargoes

Trade with neighbouring countries (Sri Lanka, Maldives) and coastal
regions

2. Chennai:

¢ One of oldest artificial ports of country

+ Ranked next to Mumbai in terms of volume of trade and cargo
3. Vishakhapatnam:

¢ Deepest landlocked and well-protected port

¢ Originally conceived as outlet for iron ore exports
4. Paradwip:

¢ Location: Odisha

e Specialises in export of iron ore
5. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee (Kolkata):

¢ Inland riverine port
o Serves very large and rich hinterland of Ganga-Brahmaputra basin

+ Tidal port: Requires constant dredging of Hoogly
6. Haldia:

¢ Developed as subsidiary port

¢ To relieve growing pressure on Kolkata port



5. AIRWAYS

Air Travel = Fastest, Most Comfortable and Prestigious
Mode of Transport
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Advantages:

e Can cover very difficult terrains:

o High mountains
o Dreary deserts
o Dense forests

o Long oceanic stretches

¢ Makes access easier to otherwise inaccessible areas

Why Air Travel Preferred in North-Eastern States:

* Presence of big rivers
e Dissected relief

e Dense forests

¢ Frequent floods

¢ International frontiers

¢ In absence of air transport, access very difficult



Pawanhans Helicopters Ltd:

o Provides helicopter services to Oil and Natural Gas Corporation in
offshore operations

e Services to inaccessible areas and difficult terrains:

o North-eastern states

o Interior parts of J&K, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand

UDAN Scheme (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik):

o First-of-its kind scheme globally

¢ Purpose: Jump-start regional aviation market

¢ Full Name: Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN

e Conceived by: Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), Government of India
¢ Central Idea: Make flying affordable for common citizen

o Strategy: Encourage airlines to operate flights on regional and remote
routes through enabling policies and extending incentives



& COMMUNICATION
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Communication Evolution:

Pace of change has been rapid in modern times

Long distance communication far easier without physical
movement

--------------'

------------------------------------------------------------------

Types of Communication:

1. Personal Communication

2. Mass Communication: Television, Radio, Press, Films, etc.



1. POSTAL SERVICES
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Services:

¢ Handles parcels

e Personal written communications

Classification of Mail:

First-Class Mail:

¢ Cards and envelopes

« Airlifted between stations covering both land and air
Second-Class Mail:

¢ Book packets
¢ Registered newspapers and periodicals

o Carried by surface mail (land and water transport)
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Six Mail Channels (For Quick Delivery):

1. Rajdhani Channel
2. Metro Channel
3. Green Channel
4. Business Channel
5. Bulk Mail Channel

6. Periodical Channel

2. TELECOMMUNICATION

India's Telecom Network:

One of largest telecom networks in Asia

Excluding urban places, more than two-thirds of villages covered with STD
(Subscriber Trunk Dialling) facility

Government Provision: Twenty-four hours STD facility to every village

Uniform Rate: Of STD facilities all over India

Integration:

Made possible by integrating development in space technology with
communication technology



3. MASS COMMUNICATION

Importance:

e Provides entertainment

o Creates awareness among people about various national programmes
and policies

Includes:

» Radio

e Television

e Newspapers
e Magazines
o Books

e Films



A. All India Radio (Akashwani):

e Broadcasts variety of programmes in national, regional and local
languages

« For various categories of people spread over different parts of country

B. Doordarshan:

National television channel of India

One of largest terrestrial networks in the world

Broadcasts variety of programmes:

o Entertainment
o Educational

o Sports

For people of different age groups

C. Newspapers and Periodicals:

* India publishes large number of newspapers and periodicals annually
¢ Published in about 100 languages and dialects

¢ Largest number: Published in Hindi, followed by English and Urdu

D. Films:

+ India is largest producer of feature films in the world

e Produces:

o Short films
o Video feature films

o Video short films

e Central Board of Film Certification: Authority to certify both Indian and
foreign films



4. DIGITAL INDIA

Digital India Programme:

Umbrella programme to prepare India for knowledge based
transformation

Focus: Being transformative

Realization Formula:

o IT (Indian Talent) + IT (Information Technology) = IT (India Tomorrow)

Central Approach: Making technology central to enabling change



@ INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Definitions:
Trade: Exchange of goods among people, states and countries
Market: Place where such exchanges take place

International Trade: Trade between two countries

Routes:

International trade may take place through:

e Sea routes
¢ Air routes

e Land routes

Types of Trade:

e Local Trade: Carried in cities, towns and villages
o State Level Trade: Carried between two or more states

¢ International Trade: Between countries
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Important Concept:

"Advancement of international trade of a country is an

INDEX to its economic prosperity"

"International trade = Economic Barometer for a
country”

Why International Trade is Necessary:

¢ Resources are space bound

¢ No country can survive without international trade

Components of Trade:

1. Export: Selling goods to other countries

2. Import: Buying goods from other countries

Balance of Trade:

Definition: Difference between export and import of a country
Types:

+ Favourable Balance of Trade: When value of export exceeds value of
imports

+ Unfavourable Balance of Trade: When value of imports exceeds value of
exports
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India's Trade Relations:

¢ Trade relations with all major trading blocks

+ Trade with all geographical regions of the world

Commodities EXPORTED from India:

Gems and jewellery

Chemicals and related products

Agriculture and allied products

Information Technology (earning large foreign exchange)

Commodities IMPORTED to India:

¢ Petroleum crude and products
¢ Gems and jewellery

o Chemicals and related products
o Base metals

e Electronic items

¢ Machinery

e Agriculture and allied products

India as Software Giant:

» Emerged as software giant at international level

» Earning large foreign exchange through export of information technology



it TOURISM AS A TRADE

Tourism Growth in India:

Grown Remarkably over past two decades
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Factors Contributing to Growth:

o Government initiatives
e Infrastructure development

e Global branding

Government Schemes to Boost Tourism:

1. Swadesh Darshan 2.0
2. Vibrant Village Programme

3. PRASHAD: Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation
Drive

4. Paryatan Mitra



Benefits of Tourism:

Promotes national integration

Provides support to local handicrafts

Supports cultural pursuits

Helps in development of international understanding about culture and
heritage

Types of Tourism in India:

e Heritage Tourism
e Eco Tourism

e Adventure Tourism
e Cultural Tourism

e Medical Tourism

e Business Tourism

Tourism Potential:

o Vast potential for development of tourism in all parts of country
» Efforts being made to promote different types of tourism

e Upcoming industry
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«® CLASSIFICATION OF ROADS

Golden

Quadrilateral

National
Highways

State
Highways

District

Roads

Six-lane Super
Highways linking
mega cities; N-S &
E-W corridors;
Implemented by
NHAI

Link extreme parts
of country;
Primary road
systems; N-S & E-
W directions

Link state capital
with district

headquarters

Connect district
HQ with other
places of district

Delhi-Kolkata-
Chennai-Mumbai-
Delhi; Srinagar-
Kanniyakumari;
Silchar-Porbandar

Sher-Shah Suri Marg

(Delhi-Amritsar)
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Link rural areas
and villages with

Other Roads All-season
towns; PM

(Rural) motorable roads
Grameen Sadak
Yojana
Strategic

importance in
Atal Tunnel (9.02 km)

Border Road border areas;
order oads - Manali-Lahul-Spiti

Established 1960;
By BRO
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& RAILWAY GAUGES

Broad Gauge 1.676 63,950
Metre Gauge 1.000 2,402
Narrow Gauge 0.762 and 0.610 1,604

TOTAL - 67,956
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= MAJOR SEA PORTS OF INDIA

First port after
Independence; Tidal

Deendayal .
Gujarat port; Serves J&K, HP,
(Kandia) .
Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Gujarat
Biggest port;
. Spacious natural and
Mumbai Maharashtra

well-sheltered
harbour

Decongest Mumbai;
Jawaharlal Nehru  Maharashtra ]
Hub port for region

Premier iron ore

exporting port; 50%
Mormugao Goa o

of India's iron ore

export

Export iron ore
New Mangalore Karnataka concentrates from
Kudremukh

Extreme south-

western; Natural
Cochin Kerala

harbour at lagoon

entrance
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V.0.
Tamil Nadu
Chidambaranar
Chennai Tamil Nadu
Andhra
Vishakhapatnam
Pradesh
Paradwip Odisha
Kolkata (Shyama
Prasad West Bengal
Mookerjee)
Haldia West Bengal

Extreme south-
eastern; Natural
harbour; Rich

hinterland

Oldest artificial port;
Ranked next to
Mumbai

Deepest landlocked
and well-protected;
Iron ore exports

Specialises in iron
ore export

Inland riverine port;
Ganga-Brahmaputra
basin; Tidal port;
Needs dredging

Subsidiary port to
relieve Kolkata
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) FIVE NATIONAL WATERWAYS

1 Ganga: Prayagraj to Haldia
2 Brahmaputra: Sadiya to Dhubri

West-Coast Canal in Kerala

3 (Kottapurma-Kollam, Udyogamandal,
Champakkara)

4 Godavari and Krishna rivers + Kakinada
Puducherry canals

5 Brahmani + Matai river + Mahanadi delta

+ East Coast Canal

1620

891

205

1078

588

------------------------------------------------------------------






? MCQ PRACTICE - LIFELINES OF NATIONAL
ECONOMY

Section A: Transport - General

1. Which two extreme locations are connected by the East-West
corridor?

a. Mumbai and Nagpur
b. Silchar and Porbandar v
c. Mumbai and Kolkata

d. Nagpur and Siligudi

2. Which mode of transportation reduces trans-shipment losses and
delays?

a. Railways
b. Roadways
c. Pipeline v

d. Waterways
3. Which one is the most important mode of transportation in India?

a. Pipeline
b. Railways v
c. Roadways

d. Airways
4. Transport, communication and trade are:

a. Independent of each other
b. Complementary to each other v
c. Substitute for each other

d. Competitive with each other



Section B: Roadways

5. India has the largest road network in the world:

a. First

b. Second v
c. Third

d. Fourth

6. Total road network in India (2020-21) is approximately:

a. 52.16 lakh km
b. 62.16 lakh km v
c. 72.16 lakh km
d. 42.16 lakh km

7. Golden Quadrilateral Super Highways link which cities?

a. Delhi-Mumbai-Chennai-Kolkata v/
b. Delhi-Bangalore-Chennai-Mumbai
c. Mumbai-Pune-Bangalore-Chennai

d. Delhi-Ahmedabad-Hyderabad-Kolkata
8. Border Roads Organisation was established in:

a. 1947
b. 1950
c. 1960 v
d. 1970

9. PM Grameen Sadak Yojana aims to:

a. Construct national highways
b. Link every village to major town by all-season road v/
c. Construct state highways

d. Build border roads



10. World's longest highway tunnel Atal Tunnel is km long:

a. 7.02 km
b. 8.02 km
c. 9.02 km v
d. 10.02 km



Section C: Railways

11. First train in India steamed off from Mumbai to Thane in:

a. 1850
b. 1853 v
c. 1855
d. 1860

12. First train covered a distance of:

a. 24 km
b. 34 km v
c. 44 km
d. 54 km

13. Indian Railway is now reorganised into how many zones?

a. 15
b. 16
ATV
d. 18

O

14. Total Indian Railway network extends over:

a. 57,956 km
b. 67,956 km v
. 77,956 km
d. 87,956 km

o

15. Broad gauge width is:

a. 1.000 m
b.1.676 m v
.0.762 m
d. 0.610 m

o



16. Railway line extended from Banihal to in Kashmir Valley:

a. Srinagar
b. Jammu
c. Baramula v

d. Leh



Section D: Pipelines and Waterways

17. Which state is NOT connected with H.V.J. pipeline?

a. Madhya Pradesh
b. Maharashtra v
c. Gujarat

d. Uttar Pradesh
18. First HVJ pipeline was km long:

a. 1,500
b. 1,700 v
c. 1,900
d. 2,100

19. India's gas pipeline infrastructure has expanded to:

a. 15,500 km
b. 18,500 km v
c. 20,500 km
d. 25,500 km

20. India has inland navigation waterways of km length:

a. 12,500
b. 14,500 v
c. 16,500
d. 18,500

21. National Waterways Act was passed in:

a. 2014
b. 2015
c. 2016 v
d. 2017



22. How many National Waterways were declared by National Waterways
Act 20167

a. 9
b. 101

c. 111V
d. 121



Section E: Ports and Airways

23. Which port is the deepest landlocked and well-protected port along
east coast?

a. Chennai
b. Paradwip
c. V.O. Chidambaranar (Tuticorin)

d. Vishakhapatnam v/
24. India's coastline is km long:

a.6,516.6
b.7,516.6 v
c. 8,516.6
d. 9,516.6

25. India has major ports:

a. 10
b.12 v
c. 14
d. 16

26. Major ports handle of India's foreign trade:

a. 85%
b. 90%
c. 95% v
d. 100%

27. Which port is the biggest port with spacious natural harbour?

a. Chennai
b. Kolkata
c. Mumbai v



d. Vishakhapatnam

28. Premier iron ore exporting port is:

a. Paradwip
b. Mormugao v
c. New Mangalore

d. Vishakhapatnam



Section F: Communication and Trade

29. Which term is used to describe trade between two or more countries?

a. Internal trade
b. International trade v/
c. External trade

d. Local trade
30. Indian postal network is:

a. Largest in Asia
b. Largest in the world v
c. Second largest in the world

d. Third largest in the world
31. India is the producer of feature films in the world:

a. Largest v

b. Second largest
c. Third largest
d. Fourth largest

32. Newspapers in India are published in about languages and
dialects:

a. 50

b. 75

c. 100 v
d. 125



7 SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (3 Marks)

Q1. State any three merits of roadways.
Answer:

Merits of Roadways:

1. Lower Construction Cost: Construction cost of roads is much lower than
railway lines, making them economically viable.

2. Terrain Adaptability: Roads can traverse comparatively more dissected
and undulating topography. They can negotiate higher gradients of slopes
and traverse mountains such as the Himalayas.

3. Door-to-Door Service: Road transport provides door-to-door service,
thus the cost of loading and unloading is much lower. It is also economical
for transportation of few persons and smaller amount of goods over short
distances.

4. Feeder to Other Modes: Road transport is used as feeder to other modes
of transport as they provide link between railway stations, air and sea
ports.

Note: Write any three points from above.



Q2. Where and why is rail transport the most convenient

means of transportation?

Answer:

Where:

¢ Rail transport is most convenient in Northern Plains of India

¢ Also well-developed in Peninsular region

Why:

1.

Level Terrain: Vast level land in Northern Plains makes construction
easier

. High Population Density: Ensures high passenger traffic

. Rich Agricultural Resources: Provides freight traffic (agricultural

products)

. Long Distance Transport: Most economical for transporting goods and

passengers over longer distances

. Bulk Transport: Can carry large quantities of goods and large number of

passengers simultaneously

. Integration: Binds economic life of country and accelerates development

of industry and agriculture

Additional: However, large number of rivers requiring construction of bridges
across wide beds posed obstacles.



Q3. What is the significance of border roads?

Answer:

Significance of Border Roads:

1.

Organization: Border Roads Organisation, a Government of India
undertaking, constructs and maintains roads in bordering areas of the
country.

. Establishment: Organization established in 1960 for development of

roads of strategic importance in northern and north-eastern border areas.

. Strategic Importance: These roads have strategic and defense

importance for the country, enabling quick movement of armed forces to
border areas.

. Improved Accessibility: Improved accessibility in areas of difficult terrain

like high mountains and remote regions.

. Economic Development: Helped in economic development of border

areas by connecting remote regions with rest of country.

. Example: Atal Tunnel (9.02 km) - World's longest highway tunnel

connecting Manali to Lahul-Spiti valley throughout year, earlier cut off for 6
months due to snowfall.



Q4. What is meant by trade? What is the difference
between international and local trade?

Answer:

Trade:

« Definition: Exchange of goods among people, states and countries is
referred to as trade

+ Market: Place where such exchanges take place

Difference between International and Local Trade:

Trade carried in

Definition Trade between two countries cities, towns and
villages
Scope Between different nations Within local area
Through sea, air or land routes Within city/town
Routes )
across borders boundaries

Advancement is index to )
. , , Meets daily local
Importance economic prosperity; Economic
needs
barometer

Local buying and
Components  Export and Import .
selling



Q5. What are the advantages of pipeline transport?

Answer:

Advantages of Pipeline Transport:

1.

Minimal Running Costs: Initial cost of laying pipelines is high but
subsequent running costs are minimal.

. No Trans-shipment: Rules out trans-shipment losses or delays.

. Continuous Flow: Provides continuous and uninterrupted flow of

commodities.

. Inland Locations: Made possible far inland locations of refineries like

Barauni, Mathura, Panipat and gas-based fertilizer plants.

. Solids Transport: Solids can also be transported through pipeline when

converted into slurry.

. Environment Friendly: Reduces road traffic and pollution.

Q6. What is UDAN scheme?

Answer:

UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik) Scheme:

1.

Uniqueness: First-of-its kind scheme globally designed to jump-start
regional aviation market.

. Full Name: Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - UDAN
. Conceived by: Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), Government of India

. Central Idea: Make flying affordable for the common citizen by promoting

regional connectivity.

. Strategy: Encourage airlines to operate flights on regional and remote

routes through enabling policies and extending incentives.






s LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS (5 Marks)

Q1. Why are means of transportation and communication
called the lifelines of a nation and its economy?

Answer:

Transport and Communication as Lifelines:
1. Movement of Goods and Services:

e Goods and services do NOT move from supply to demand locations on

their own
 Movement necessitates need for transport

e Traders facilitate movement by transportation
2. Pace of Development:

* Development depends on production of goods AND their movement over
space
o Efficient means of transport are prerequisites for fast development

+ Economic strength measured by development of manufacturing industries
AND transport

3. Integration of Country:

India well-linked with rest of world despite vast size, diversity, linguistic and

socio-cultural plurality

Railways have been great integrating force for more than 150 years

Bind economic life of country

Promote national integration

4. Complementary Nature:

» Transport achieved efficiency with equally developed communication

system



¢ Transport, communication and trade are complementary to each other

* Dense and efficient network prerequisite for local, national and global
trade

5. Economic Growth:

Trade from local to international levels added vitality to economy

Enriched life and added to growing amenities

Advancement of international trade is index to economic prosperity

International trade = Economic barometer for country
6. Socio-Economic Progress:

» Railways, airways, waterways, newspapers, radio, television, cinema,

internet contributing to socio-economic progress
» World converted into large village with efficient transport

+ Communication creates awareness about national programmes and
policies

Conclusion: Modern means of transport and communication serve as lifelines
of nation and its economy by enabling movement of goods, people, and
information, thereby facilitating economic development and national
integration.



Q2. Describe the major sea ports of India.

Answer:

Major Sea Ports of India:
Introduction:

Coastline: 7,516.6 km

12 major and 200 non-major ports

Major ports handle 95% of India's foreign trade

95% trade volume (68% value) moved by sea
West Coast Ports:

1. Deendayal Port (Kandla), Gujarat:

First port developed after Independence

To ease Mumbai port after loss of Karachi to Pakistan

Tidal port

Serves J&K, HP, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat
2. Mumbai, Maharashtra:

¢ Biggest port with spacious natural and well-sheltered harbour
3. Jawaharlal Nehru Port, Maharashtra:

¢ Planned to decongest Mumbai port

e Serve as hub port for region
4. Mormugao, Goa:

+ Premier iron ore exporting port

» Accounts for 50% of India's iron ore export
5. New Mangalore, Karnataka:

* Exports iron ore concentrates from Kudremukh mines



6. Cochin, Kerala:

o Extreme south-western port

» Located at entrance of lagoon with natural harbour
East Coast Ports:
7. V.0O. Chidambaranar (Tuticorin), Tamil Nadu:

o Extreme south-eastern port
¢ Natural harbour and rich hinterland

e Trade with Sri Lanka, Maldives, coastal regions
8. Chennai, Tamil Nadu:

¢ One of oldest artificial ports

¢ Ranked next to Mumbai in trade and cargo volume
9. Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh:

¢ Deepest landlocked and well-protected port

¢ Originally for iron ore exports
10. Paradwip, Odisha:
o Specialises in iron ore export
11. Kolkata (Shyama Prasad Mookerjee), West Bengal:

¢ Inland riverine port
¢ Serves Ganga-Brahmaputra basin

« Tidal port - requires constant dredging
12. Haldia, West Bengal:

¢ Subsidiary port to relieve Kolkata



Q3. Write a note on the changing nature of international
trade in the last fifteen years.

Answer:

Changing Nature of International Trade:
1. Shift in Export Composition:

¢ Earlier: Dominated by agricultural products and raw materials

* Now: Increased share of manufactured goods, gems and jewellery,
chemicals, engineering goods

o IT Services: India emerged as software giant at international level earning
large foreign exchange through export of information technology

2. Diversification of Trade Partners:

Trade relations with all major trading blocks

Trade with all geographical regions of world

Not dependent on few countries

Increased trade with Asian, African, and Latin American countries
3. Growth in Service Sector Exports:

IT and software services

Business Process Outsourcing (BPO)

Medical tourism

Educational services

4. Changes in Import Pattern:

¢ Petroleum: Remained major import due to energy needs
¢ Electronics: Increased import of electronic items
¢ Machinery: Advanced machinery for industrial development

+ Gems and Jewellery: For value addition and re-export

5. Infrastructure Development:



Development of major ports and airports

Improved connectivity through Golden Quadrilateral

Expansion of pipeline networks

Better communication infrastructure

6. Trade Facilitation:

Digitization of trade processes

E-commerce growth

Faster customs clearance

Better logistics
7. Balance of Trade:

+ Working towards reducing trade deficit
¢ Emphasis on "Make in India" to boost exports

e Promotion of export-oriented industries

Conclusion: International trade has become more diversified, service-
oriented, and technology-driven with improved infrastructure and digital
systems supporting faster, more efficient trade operations.



Q4. Explain the importance of tourism as a trade.
Answer:

Tourism as a Trade - Importance:
1. Growth in Tourism:

¢ Tourism in India grown remarkably over past two decades

+ Government initiatives, infrastructure development, global branding
contributed to success

2. Government Schemes:

+ Swadesh Darshan 2.0: Theme-based tourist circuit development
+ Vibrant Village Programme: Border village tourism

« PRASHAD: Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation
Drive

o Paryatan Mitra: Guide certification programme

3. Economic Benefits:

Generates foreign exchange earnings

Creates employment opportunities in hotels, transport, guides, handicrafts

Promotes local businesses

Contributes to GDP growth
4. Social and Cultural Benefits:

+ National Integration: Promotes understanding among people from
different regions

+ Support to Handicrafts: Provides market for local handicrafts and
artisans

¢ Cultural Pursuits: Supports traditional art forms, music, dance

¢ International Understanding: Helps development of international
understanding about Indian culture and heritage



5. Types of Tourism:

+ Heritage Tourism: Monuments, forts, palaces
o Eco Tourism: Wildlife, national parks

¢ Adventure Tourism: Trekking, mountaineering
e Cultural Tourism: Festivals, traditions

e Medical Tourism: Healthcare services

+ Business Tourism: Conferences, meetings
6. Infrastructure Development:

¢ Improvement in connectivity (roads, railways, airways)
¢ Development of hotels and accommodation

o Better tourist facilities and amenities
7. Potential for Growth:

» Vast potential for development in all parts of country
» Efforts to promote different types of tourism

¢ Upcoming industry with bright future

Conclusion: Tourism is an important trade that generates revenue, creates
employment, promotes culture, and contributes significantly to economic
development while fostering national and international understanding.



Q5. Describe the distribution pattern of railway network in
India.

Answer:

Distribution Pattern of Railway Network:

Introduction:

Indian Railway: Largest public sector undertaking

Network extends over 67,956 km

Reorganised into 17 zones

Principal mode of transportation for freight and passengers
Factors Influencing Distribution:

1. Physiographic Factors:

A. Northern Plains - Most Favourable:

Vast level land

High population density

Rich agricultural resources

Obstacles: Large number of rivers requiring bridges across wide beds

B. Peninsular Region:

Hilly terrains

Railway tracks laid through low hills, gaps or tunnels

Contiguous stretch of Sahyadri crossed through gaps or passes (Ghats)

Recent development: Konkan railway along west coast

Problems: Sinking of track, landslides
C. Himalayan Mountains - Unfavourable:

e High relief

e Sparse population



o Lack of economic opportunities

¢ Recent extension: Banihal to Baramula in Kashmir Valley
D. Difficult Areas:

e Sandy plain of western Rajasthan
e Swamps of Gujarat

o Forested tracks of MP, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand

2. Economic Factors:

Agricultural productivity

Industrial development

Trade potential

Resource availability
3. Administrative Factors:

o Government policies
o Strategic importance

¢ Regional development plans
Gauge Distribution:

¢ Broad Gauge (1.676 m): 63,950 km
o Metre Gauge (1.000 m): 2,402 km
¢ Narrow Gauge (0.762 and 0.610 m): 1,604 km

Conclusion: Railway distribution largely influenced by physiographic,

economic and administrative factors, with Northern Plains having most

favourable conditions while mountainous and difficult terrains have limited

network.



i@ MAP WORK PRACTICE

# Important for Board Exams

Map Question: On an outline map of India, mark and label the following:

# Railway and Road Network:

1. Golden Quadrilateral Cities:

Delhi

Mumbai

Chennai
Kolkata

2. North-South Corridor:

¢ Srinagar (J&K)

e Kanniyakumari (Tamil Nadu)
3. East-West Corridor:

¢ Silchar (Assam)

o Porbandar (Gujarat)

4. Important Railway Zones (locate headquarters):
¢ Find current 17 railway zone headquarters

5. Railway Extension:

« Banihal to Baramula (Kashmir Valley)



=

Major Sea Ports:

West Coast (North to South):

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Deendayal Port (Kandla) - Gujarat
Mumbai - Maharashtra

Jawaharlal Nehru Port - Maharashtra
Mormugao - Goa

New Mangalore - Karnataka

Cochin - Kerala

East Coast (South to North):

1.

o O A~ WN

V.O. Chidambaranar (Tuticorin) - Tamil Nadu

. Chennai - Tamil Nadu

. Vishakhapatnam - Andhra Pradesh

. Paradwip - Odisha

. Haldia - West Bengal

. Kolkata (Shyama Prasad Mookerjee) - West Bengal

International Airports:

Sri Guru Ram Das Jee International - Amritsar
Indira Gandhi International - Delhi

Chhatrapati Shivaji - Mumbai

Jawaharlal Nehru - Hyderabad

Chennai International - Chennai

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose - Kolkata
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National Waterways:

N.W. No.1: Prayagraj to Haldia (Ganga)
N.W. No.2: Sadiya to Dhubri (Brahmaputra)
N.W. No.3: West Coast Canal, Kerala

Map Work Tips:

. Practice regularly: Draw maps at least 15 times before exam
. Use pencil first: Mark locations in pencil, then trace with pen
. Clear labeling: Use ruler for label lines

. Symbols: Use proper symbols:

o & for Sea ports
o ¢ for Airports
o & for Railway zones

o fad for National highways

. Legend/Index: Always provide proper index
. Direction: Mark North direction
. Title: Write clear title for the map

. Neatness: Keep map clean and well-organized






@ COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

X Don't Make These Mistakes!

1. Road Network:

o X India has largest road network in world

e V India has SECOND LARGEST road network (62.16 lakh km in 2020-21)
2. Golden Quadrilateral:

o X Links Delhi-Mumbai-Bangalore-Kolkata
e  Links Delhi-Kolkata-CHENNAI-Mumbai-Delhi

3. Border Roads Organisation:

o X Established in 1947
e / Established in 1960

4. First Train:

e X Mumbai to Thane in 1850
e v Mumbai to Thane in 1853 covering 34 km

5. Railway Zones:

o X 16 zones

e v Now reorganised into 17 zones
6. Railway Network:

o X Total 57,956 km
e  Total 67,956 km

7. Broad Gauge:

o X 1.000 m width
e v 1.676 m width (1.000 m is Metre Gauge)



8. HVJ Pipeline:

e X Maharashtra is connected

e v Maharashtra is NOT connected with HVJ pipeline
9. First HVJ Length:

o X 1,500 km
e v 1,700 km

10. Inland Waterways:

o X 111 always existed

e Vv 111 inland waterways declared by National Waterways Act 2016
(including 5 earlier)

11. Coastline:

e X 6,516.6 km or 8,516.6 km
e Vv 7,516.6 km

12. Major Ports:

e X 10 or 14 major ports
e v 12 major ports

13. Deepest Port:

o X Chennai or Paradwip
o v VISHAKHAPATNAM is deepest landlocked and well-protected

14. Mumbai Port:

o X Artificial port

e  Natural and well-sheltered harbour (Chennai is artificial)
15. Iron Ore Export:

o X Paradwip is premier

e v MORMUGADO is premier (50% of India's iron ore export)

16. Trade Terms:



o X Internal trade or External trade

o V INTERNATIONAL TRADE (between two countries)
17. Postal Network:

o X LargestinAsia
e V Largest in the WORLD

18. Film Production:

o X Second largest producer

e V India is LARGEST producer of feature films in the world






¢’ LAST MINUTE REVISION CHECKLIST

M Theory to Remember:

o Transport, communication and trade = Lifelines of nation and economy
. Goods don't move on their own - transport necessary

o Three domains: Land, Water, Air

e M Transport, communication, trade are complementary

. India: Second largest road network (62.16 lakh km in 2020-21)
. Roadways preceded railways in India

o M Golden Quadrilateral: Delhi-Kolkata-Chennai-Mumbai-Delhi (Six-lane)
. N-S Corridor: Srinagar to Kanniyakumari

e M E-W Corridor: Silchar to Porbandar

. Implemented by NHAI

o [ Border Roads Organisation: Established 1960

o M Atal Tunnel: 9.02 km (World's longest highway tunnel)

. PM Grameen Sadak Yojana: Link every village to major town

. First train: Mumbai to Thane 1853, 34 km

. Railways: 17 zones, 67,956 km total

e ] Broad Gauge: 1.676 m

. HVJ pipeline: 1,700 km (Hazira-Vijaipur-dagdishpur)

. Gas pipeline expanded: 1,700 km to 18,500 km

o Inland waterways: 14,500 km

. National Waterways Act 2016: 111 waterways

o [ 95% trade volume moved by sea

e M Coastline: 7,516.6 km; 12 major ports + 200 non-major

e [ Major ports handle 95% of foreign trade

o [ Air travel: Fastest, most comfortable, prestigious

UDAN: First-of-its-kind scheme globally for regional aviation

Indian postal network: Largest in world



India: Largest producer of feature films
Newspapers: Published in about 100 languages and dialects

Digital India: IT + IT = IT (Indian Talent + Information Technology = India
Tomorrow)

International trade: Trade between two countries

Advancement of trade = Index to economic prosperity = Economic
barometer

Balance of Trade = Difference between export and import



¥ Data to Memorize:

Road network: 62.16 lakh km (2020-21)
o [ Atal Tunnel: 9.02 km, 3000 metres from MSL
. First train: 1853, 34 km (Mumbai-Thane)
. Railway zones: 17

. Railway network: 67,956 km total

o [ Broad Gauge: 63,950 km (1.676 m)

e ¥ Metre Gauge: 2,402 km (1.000 m)

. Narrow Gauge: 1,604 km (0.762 and 0.610 m)
. HVJ pipeline: 1,700 km (first)

. Gas pipeline: Expanded to 18,500 km

. Inland waterways: 14,500 km

. National waterways: 111 (Act 2016)

. N.W. No.1: 1620 km (Ganga)

e ¥ N.W. No.2: 891 km (Brahmaputra)

. N.W. No.3: 205 km (Kerala)

e M N.W.No.4: 1078 km

e M N.W. No.5: 588 km

. Coastline: 7,516.6 km

. Major ports: 12 + 200 non-major

e M Sea trade: 95% volume, 68% value

o [ Border Roads Org: 1960

. Newspapers: 100 languages and dialects



M Location-Wise Quick Check:

Golden Quadrilateral: Delhi-Kolkata-Chennai-Mumbai

N-S: Srinagar-Kanniyakumari
E-W: Silchar-Porbandar

o [ Atal Tunnel: Manali-Lahul-Spiti
. Kashmir extension: Banihal-Baramula
. HVJ: Hazira-Vijaipur-Jagdishpur

o [ West Coast Ports: Deendayal (Kandla), Mumbai, JN Port, Mormugao,
New Mangalore, Cochin

. East Coast Ports: VO Chidambaranar, Chennai, Vishakhapatnam,
Paradwip, Haldia, Kolkata

. Deepest port: Vishakhapatnam
. Iron ore export: Mormugao (50%)
o [ Oldest artificial: Chennai

. Inland riverine: Kolkata



M Important Terms:

o M Trade = Exchange of goods among people, states, countries
o M Market = Place where exchanges take place

. International Trade = Trade between two countries

. Export = Selling goods to other countries

. Import = Buying goods from other countries

. Balance of Trade = Difference between export and import
. Favourable = Export > Import

. Unfavourable = Import > Export

. NHAI = National Highway Authority of India

o M BRO = Border Roads Organisation

. HVJ = Hazira-Vijaipur-dagdishpur

. UDAN = Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik

e ¥ RCS = Regional Connectivity Scheme

e ¥ STD = Subscriber Trunk Dialling

. PRASHAD = Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage
Augmentation Drive

N.W. = National Waterway






. EXPERT TIPS FOR SCORING FULL MARKS

How to Score 100% in Lifelines of National Economy:

1. Master Classifications:

Remember all 6 types of roads with examples

Know 3 railway gauges with exact widths

List all 12 major ports with special features

Memorize 5 National Waterways with lengths
2. Remember Exact Data:

e Road network: 62.16 lakh km

o Railway: 67,956 km total (17 zones)

e HVJ: 1,700 km (expanded to 18,500 km)
o Coastline: 7,516.6 km

e First train: 1853, 34 km

« BRO: 1960

3. Link Features with Locations:

o Deendayal (Kandla): First after Independence, tidal
e Mumbai: Biggest, natural harbour

e Mormugao: Premier iron ore, 50%

¢ Vishakhapatnam: Deepest landlocked

e Chennai: Oldest artificial

o Kolkata: Inland riverine, tidal, needs dredging

4. Understand "Why" Questions:

Why lifelines? - Facilitate movement, development, integration

Why roadways over railways? - 6 reasons (cost, terrain, service, etc.)

Why railways important? - Integration, economic development

Why air travel in NE? - Rivers, relief, forests, floods, borders



5. Use Specific Examples:

e Don't write "some ports" - Name: Mumbai, Chennai, Vishakhapatnam
o Don't write "waterways" - Specify: N.W. No.1 (Ganga, 1620 km)
* Give scheme names: UDAN, PM Grameen Sadak Yojana, PRASHAD

6. Structure 5-Mark Answers:

Introduction (Define/State importance)

Body with 4-5 main points (use numbering and subheadings)

Each point with 2-3 lines explanation

Include specific data and examples

Brief conclusion

7. For 3-Mark Questions:

Write 3 well-explained points

Each point 2-3 lines

Use bullet points or numbering

Include relevant examples
8. MCQ Strategy:

¢ Eliminate obviously wrong options
e \Watch for numbers, dates, names
¢ Don't confuse: Kandla/Kandla, Tuticorin/Chennai

e Remember: India 2nd in roads, Largest in postal, films
9. Map Work Excellence:

o Use different symbols for ports, airports, railways

Mark all 12 major ports correctly

Show Golden Quadrilateral, N-S and E-W corridors

Include proper legend and direction
10. Time Management:

e MCQs: 30 seconds each



¢ 3-markers: 4-5 minutes
e 5-markers: 8-9 minutes

e Map: 4-5 minutes
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